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at him in his preface, when he declared that
"in this country, as in England, we haye
thirsty reformers and presumptuous scio-
lists, who would unsettle the whole of our
admirable language, for the purpose of mak-
ing it conform to their whimsical notions of
propriety." Webster at once addressed a
letter in print to Pickering, and took up
weapons, offensive and defensive, with alac-
rity and confidence.

" This is a heavy accusation, Sir, from a
gentleman of your talents, liberality, and
candor," he writes. "Sciolists we may
have in multitudes; but who are the men
who would unsettle the whole of our lan-
guage ? Can you name the men, or any of
them, either in this country or in England ?
Surely the finger of scorn ought to be
pointed at the men who are base enough
to wish, and sottish enough to attempt, to
unsettle a whole language. I am confident,
Sir, that deliberate reflection will induce
you to retract a charge so injurious to your
fellow-citizens. It certainly becomes you,
and the character you maintain in society,
to learn the distinction between an attempt
to find what the language is, and an attempt